 Apprendre le néerlandais
commence par "Ik hou van jou".

ST

R ——

Clearly, not everyone has the same
language learning capacity, which means
that some of us will take longer to reach
our objectives. Learning a language is
not unlike taking up a sport. For most
people, the aim is not to become a pro-
fessional sportsman or woman but sim-
ply to enjoy playing the game. The same
goes for studying a language: What
matters is not to speak perfectly, but to
be able to communicate effectively, to
understand and to be understood, and to
enjoy using the new language.

One thing is certain: Everyone is able to
learn a language. Haven't we already
learnt one - our own? It has nothing to
do with IQ), but everything to do with
motivation and learning style. Once

we have discovered our style and have
learned how to learn, progress will be
rapid, gitted or not!

In absolute terms, all languages are
equal in their degree of complexity and
subtlety.

Language is the mirror of attitude, cul-
ture and ways of thinking. Advocating
one language as superior to another
would border on ‘racism’.

Each language has certain aspects that
may be considered more advanced than
in other languages. However, it can be
said that for each individual some lan-
guages are easier to learn than others.
For example for a Japanese, the Chinese
language is a familiar one.

Learning a language in the same family

of languages as our own is clearly easier,
and once we understand this, we can
stop feeling bad about the difficulties
we encounter when we try to learn a

language that is fundamentally different
from ours. | ~—



